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Chriſtianity, the Covenant of Repentance. 
1 88 Lokk xv. 106. "IM 
Likewiſe I ſay unto You, there is Yoy in the Preſence of tht 
Angeli of God over one Sinner that Repenteth. 
I T is the glory of the Chriſtian Religion, to have exhibited 
a perfect model of virtue in the precepts and example of 
it's divine Author, to have enforced a ſtrict imitation of it by 
the moſt powerful ſanctions, and yet graciouſly to have opened 
a ſource of conſolation to thoſe, who lament that they had fallen 
ſhort of that perfection. Far different was the ſpirit of ever 
former ſyſtem. The few Pagan philoſophers, who had trace i 
any outline of moral duty, diſcerned that puniſhment was due _ 
B 1555 to 
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4 Chriſtianity, the Covenant of Repentance. 


to every deviation from it ; but could diſcover no ſure way of 
evading the penalty. For, as fin 1s an aCt of rebellion againſt the 
majeſty of God, how ſhould it be effaced, on the ene of 
naturaþ rel 6 Im to oat W Ah: — 
. to have been uninterrupted? As every . is a debt, how . 


the diſcharge ol one cancel the obligation o any, other d i the 


Heathen infetred the tules of God' s moral government, 8 
gy⸗ from the courſe of nature, he muſt ſee, that ſorrow for a crime 
ſeryed not in the leaſt to mitigate the unhappy conſequences of 
it. He was therefore. left, however penitent, without any rati- 
-onal aſſurance of pardon. Nur was the ſtate of the Je, in this 
reſpect, much better. Hei knew thaſe to be Acguried 1 
Oy not in all things that are written in the lau to do them, and 
of courſe that (as St. Paul obſerves) by the lau be: cauld, not be 
5 Juſt ified. He found therein no mention of the eflicacy of Repen- 
tance z 10 remiſſion withaut blood; nor with it any general atone. 
ment for moral guilt. Even, if he had opportunity of offering 
the expiatory facrifices appointed f for particular crimes, he muſt 

be e chat it was impeſſible for the blood of bulls and left, to 


Chriſtianity, the Covenant of Repentance, 3 


take away fin; he was told, that God required merey. and not ſacrifice, 
that: is the moral, rather than the ceremonial, part of religion: ' 


and though he ſaw the divine wrath deprecated in ſome inſtances, 


yet he muſt obſerve in others, (as in the caſe, of Eſau, and the 
: excluſion of the offending Ifraelites from a ſight of the promiſed 


land,) that no place of repentance was found for them, though ſought | L 
carefully with tears ;, that they might call on the Lord, when le. b 
would not anſwer ; that they might ſeek bin early, and might not A 
fud bin. Thus aid the people, Jews as well as Gentle wat 


n darkneſs,in a gloomy, if not dangerous, uncertainty for many 
 centuries.. Some of the later prophets indeed, enlightened pro- 
bably by the dawn of the riſing ſun of righteouſneſs, began to 
teach that if the wicked will turn from all the hy that he hath 
committed, and keep all God's fatutes; on this change to univer- 
fal obedience, he ſhall /urely live, be ſhall not die. But ſome of 


theſe paſſages manifeſtly refer to the glad tidings of the gaſpel ;. 


to that permanent and univerſal kingdom of God, which was 


formally announced by our Saviour, as well as St. John, by the 
preaching of Repentan ce. 
| | L have 
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4 Cbriſtianity, the Covenant of Repentance. 

1 have entered into this detail, in order to point out to your 
obſervation, (what is by no means foreign from the object of our 
preſent meeting) that the goſpel, into which we are baptized, is 
diſtinguiſhed from all other ſyſtems, among innumerable excel- 

lencies, by being the Covenant of Repentance, In this religi- 
on alone hath man the comfortable affurance, that on a thorough 
change of mind, (for ſuch is the import of the word tranſlated 
| repentance) the ſtains, however deep, of his former guilt ſhall 
be effaced. The three ſucceſſive parables in this chapter are ex- 
preſs to that purpoſe. As ſuch, our Saviour addreſſed them, by 
way of invitation, to the publican and ſinner; and of courſe they 
are peculiarly appoſite to the charitable inſtitution, for the pro- 
motion of which we are now aſſembled. In them we are aſſur- 
ed, that the converſion of a ſingle penitent on earth, inconſider- 
able as the whole human race is in the great ſcale of beings, is an 
event notified in heaven. That there is not a ſimple amneſty 
of his paſt offences, a mere legal reconciliation to him, or a cold 
approbation of his conduct, but poſitive 7oy in the preſence of 
the angels of God over one finner that repenteth. A joy, that the 


ſtray 


Chriftianity, the Covenant -of Repentunc(e. 9 © 
ray ſheep is returned to the fold; that the loſt ryeaſure-is ® 
found; that a beloved child is reclaimed from error, and reſtor- 
ed to pardon and peace in the boſom of his father. Can we 
hear ſuch a declaration; without 4 glow of gratitude" to thoſs 
exalted beings? withbut arr increafe of ardour in a-cauſe, wheres 
in they ſympathize with our zeal? It will tend to e br.” 
and anti that zeal, to trace n joy to it's ſource. 
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So remote are our concerns from the intereſts of theſe 7 Bot 
fled fpirits, ſo corrupt mult out onder appear to their parity, 0 
{6 ſhocking is the contraſt of fin to that perfect gesdnet in the > 
contemplation of which they are ever engaged, that (at theferſt » 7 
glanee) it appears natural for them to ſhrink back with bör- 
tor at the proſpect of a guilty world, and withdraw theit yes.” 
from the mixed und motley characters of even the beſt of men. 
Yet they dwell with pleaſure on tile view of 4 rechalined Uwe 
er. They diser in every ſuch converſion, not only tis dee 
very of an individual, bit ab additibttto the *Kappihels of bs 4 
filowctvaites, an ceceſſion 10 the interets cr orten iu s 
55 C F increaſe, : 1 
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1 


increaſe of glory. to the Creator. A rational creature is raiſed 
from; moral abaſement, and it's attendant wretchedneſs, from 
8 the cenſure of the world, and the reproach of his own mind, 
from the diſpleaſure of his God, and the apprehenſion of eternal 
miſery, to a re-cſtabliſhment in innocence, and to the proſpect of 
* a glorious Immortality. He too, who was loſt, is regained to his 
"country ; he who was immerſed i in doth or diſtracted by diſſipati- 
on, bs reſtored to uſefulneſs and ſobriety; he who abuſed his ta- 


* 


nt 5 in fraud, oppreſſion, and corruption, now exerts eyery power 

to ſerve, to relieve, and to reform he who was the affliction, i is 

| FRY comfort of his friends ; he who was a peſt, is become 
s , a bleſſing 10 ſociety ; ; he who was. the diſgrace and curſe, of his 
1 cotemporaries, and by! his baleful example was ſpreading 1 the 
® contagion and calamities of vice to the remoteſt poſterity, is 
transformed into a friend, and a pattern to mankind. _ His re- 
formation pleadeth the cauſe of virtue (though. leſs happily for his 
own. perſon, yet) more effectually perhaps than 1 innocence itlelf, 


to a n. of creatures ſolicited . like arri, It i is a 


| f had 


1 


þ * i 


* 


 Chriflianity, the. Covenant of Repentance. 7 
had tried the pleaſures of vice, and abandoned them. He found 
them light in the balance; their indulgences, but vanity ; their 
effects, vexation of ſpirit. His preference of the ſalutary re- 
ſtraints of religion to irregular gratifications, bears a deciſive 
teſtimony to the benevolence and wiſdom of God's moral law: + 
by adding tothe goodneſs and felicity of his creatures, ĩt promotes ** 
the great objects of his government; and by increaſing the num- 
ber of his faithful ſervants, contributes to the perfection of the 
univerſe, and to his glory. Such effects cannot be a matter of 8 
indifference to a good mind. They intereſt all orders of rati- 
onal creatures, in the exact meaſure of their on wiſdom. They 
muſt excite a joy amongſt the angels of God, proportioned to 
their juſt eſtimate of our ſtrength and trials; to their compre- 
henſive view of the tendencies of our vice and virtue; and to 
their ſupetiority to that envy, or tacit competition, which too fre- 
| quently. impairs the complacency of human creatures in the per- 
fections of each other. But, if beings of a nature ne, 
exalted above us, and in the full enjoyment of à happineſs 
ſuited to that nature, rcjoiee in ſuch: impetſect virtues, which. 4 1 


8 Cbriſianiiy, the Covenant of Repentance. 

cannot immediately affect them; what ſhould be our feel 
ings, if at any time we ate the happy inſtruments of converting 
a fellow-creature from the error of his way, and. ſaving. bis fon! 
from death! We, who are formed of one. common clay, 
{liable to the ſame temptations,” and ſubject perhaps to equal, 
Ft though different imperfections, united in che fame civil 
community, admitted to the ſame! Covenant of Repentance, 
redeemod by the ſame precious blood, heirs of the fame hopes 
ef joined, as it were, in one body, of which Chriſt is the head, - 


ſo that 5f one mbinber Juffer, every ——_—_ n «nd 
| at leaſt fs A wm with ot! 


3 
— \ 4 w 


But, an attention _ Wass intereſts of others, be 
"Wl too evident to require a proof, and too important (one 
»thhuld think) to need enforcement ;\ it-iv yet, of all branches of 
Chriſtian benevolence, the moſt neglected, through every de- 
tene of life. In the common interoourſe of friendſhip, are 
we not more affected by an event which threatens the life; the 
|, Heputation, or property of thoſe we love; than by the imrhorality | 

Jong >. | of 


* 
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Cbriſtianity, the Covenant of Repentance. 9 
of their conduQ? Are we not more officious to reſcue from tem- 
poral inconvenience, than eternal ruin In the buſineſs of edu- 
cation, do not the parent ind maſter dedicate mote pains to ad- 
vance our youth in brilliant, or gaimul improvements, than to 
form them to ſolid virtue? to ſecure them from obſcutity and 
(even unmerited) contempt, than to preſerve them from cor- 
ruption ? In the execution of law, are it's falutary regulations as 
vigoroufly enforced againſt irteligion amd intemperance, as 
againſt breaches of the publick peace, or invaſions of private pro- 
perty? Does the magiſtrate ſeem fully aware, that'the virtue of 
the inhabitants is the only ſtable foundation of the proſperity 
of'a country? In our very charities; whilſt we were anxious to 8 
pespare relief for every natural evil, no remedy was thought of 
for the worſt of maladies; a wounded ſpirit; till the wiſdom 
and humanity of an illuſtrious'Lady projected this Aſylum: A 
reſource nnknown till of late (with regret I mention it) amongſt 
proteſtants, though provided fot ages paſt in Ropili” coun- 
tries. 


101 189 | ® Hugs A 6G I ſhall. 


TO Chriſtianity, the Covenant of Repentance, ; 
I ſhall now, as the duty of this day requires, deſcend from 
general obſervations, to the illuſtration of the religious propriety, 
and publick advantages, of a proviſion for this claſs of penitents. 
Wo As to religious propriety, this eſtabliſhment ſtands on the 
higheſt ground. It beats in it's front the ſeal of the goſpel : 
* It invites ſinners, to Repentance: It opens the fold ta the unhap- 
py Wanderer: It ſmooths a Way to the returning Prodigal. Yet, 
in ſpite of this charaQeriſtick, of out holy. religion, it hath been 
miſapprehended: by. ſome, to be an encouragement to vice: As if | 
the complicated miſeries of proſtitution would be incurred by 
any one from a regular train of thinking, much leſs: from the 
diſtant and uncertain hope of ſuch a retreat! An idea, fo re- 
pugnant to: reaſon, that it merits no further diſeufion. But it 

is well worth your notice, that the ſame objection was urged by 
the Pagan philoſopher againſt the whole, ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, 
for advancing tho efficacy of Repentance. * A ſtriking evidence 
ph 


* Auguſt, Ecarr, iis Pfal. 102. 


Cbriſtianity, the Covenant of Repentance. 11 
of the novelty of that doctrine, which I before inſiſted on, as well 
as of the conformity of our undertaking to the genius of the Goſpel. 
That the inſinuation is not founded in reaſon, we may appeal to a 
ſelf-evident maxim (verified but too ſtrongly in that claſs of of- 
fenders, for whom this Aſylum is intended) that deſpair of for- 
giveneſs precipitates the ſinner into further guilt: That it is not 
founded in experience, we may (with confidence) appeal to the 
«known effects of this gracious Covenant f l on the 
morals of mankind. i 1 


But it is further ſaid, that though the inſtitution be allowed 
not to be hurtful, it muſt yet be uſeleſs, from the impoſibility 
of preventing this vice: from the total improbability of re- 
claiming any perſons habituated to it, eſpecially in a country 
where they are the refuſe of the people, and prejudiced againſt 
our advice by bigotry to the Romiſh church: and from the li- 
mited extent of this eſtabliſhment. To each of theſe objections, 
leſt the unwary ſhould be miſled by them, it is proper to 
make ſome reply: but as they were fully anſwered by a 


Mg 12 Chriſtianity, te Covenant of Repentance. 


learned Prelate * on the laſt anniverſary, I ſhall diſmiſs them in 


is Gow words. 


That this, or any other moral evil, ſhould be eradicated, ſo 
long as freedom of will continues, is as hopeleſs, as that any one 

of us ſhould live long without a fault. But does this imply that 
it may not be conſiderably dimipiſhed? Is then Religion of no 
avail, becauſe ſin is till found upon the earth? Is civil Govern- 
ment unprofitable, becauſe there are ſtill remains of fraud and 
violence? Is all attention to our health or fortune nugatory, be- 
cauſe the moſt provident care cannot ſecure us from loſs. and 
ſickneſs? Such reaſoning obtains on no other occaſion: every 


_ wiſe man proportions his effort to the aner his precaution 
to the danger. | 


The deſpair of reforming this particular claſs of offenders is 


equally abſurd and irreligious. The idea is not founded in reaſon, 
| it 
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it is contradicted by facts, even in the confined experience of this 1 


very eſtabliſhmeat, it is repugnant to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, as 
it is incompatible with the efficacy of Repentance, it 1s contrary. 
to our Saviour's poſitive deciſion, Go,” ſays he even to an adul- 


treſs, © and fin no more.” The comparative number effectually 


reclaimed by this charity fully anſwers the expectation of thoſe, * 


who obſerve how ſmall a proportion of mankind lead a life, in 


other reſpects, ſuited to their Chriſtian profeſſion: And if it were | 


ſmaller, ſhould not damp our zeal, when we reflect that there it 
joy in heaven over one ſinner that repenteth. But it is amply 


ſufficient to prove, that our endeavours have not in fact been 


defeated by the meanneſs, or bigotry of theſe penitents. And, 


in reaſon, that ſuppoſed ignorance and poverty (if ĩt were real) by 
extenuating their guilt, entitle them more ſtrongly to our com- 
paſſion: Thoſe religious errors, by rendering them the objects 


of a double converſion, recommend them more powerfully to 


our attention, which in repeated inſtances has happily ſueceed- 


ed. That the eſtabliſhment is too limited we confeſs and la- 


ment, but how can that be aſſigned as a reaſon for not ſubſerib- 
ing to it's extenſion ? N 
5 80 


* 


* 
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14 Chriftianity, the Covenant of Repentance. * 
* " 80 far the objections to this judicious charity are in them- 
les frivolous, the produce of idle ſpeculation, (for I would 
with not to impute them to. difingenuous motives) or of that 
vain diſcourſe, which is ever deciding without enquiry on things 
important, din mere giddineſs and gaiety of heart ſcattereth 
$6408 and death. But there is another, calculated to affect 
good minds, which I reſerve for a ſeparate and more careful 
diſeuſſion: That the ordinary Collections in this chapel are in- 
jurious to the Parochial charities. This deſerves, and I flatter 
myſelf will teceivo, a ſatis factory anſwer. It muſt be allowed, 
that the weekly contributions to this charity are the occaſion 
of loſs, (though in a very finall proportion to the fum collected 
here) to the poor of ſome pariſnes. But a moment's reflection 
will convince you, that this lofs is confined to ſuch pariſhes, as 
are the reſidence of perſons of faſhion, wherein the number of 
Poor is, in proportion, very inconfiderable. A ſtrict Parochia!l 
diviſion of the poor muſt ever be inequitable, as in all great ci- 
ꝛues the loweſt claſs of people live in diſtricts remote from the 
e Kabitations-of the;vich.. The collections therefore (at chapels, 
WE b | nden 3 Uke 


Chriſtianity, the Covenant f of Repentance 0 N rs 
like this) appropriated to general charities, ſerve to mitigate this "I 
mequality, by drawing their funds from the richer pariſhes, . 
and taking the objects of their care from the poorer; and in bot 
ways tend to bring Parochial charities to a level, and to * 
lize in all the relief with the diſtreſs. 


= (I hope, fully) proved, that your protection of this 
inſtiftion is, by no means, conducive to vice, applied to a 
fruitleſs purpoſe, laviſhed on improper objects, or prej udicial to 
the general intereſts of charity; but that, on the contrary, it 
breathes the pure ſpirit of Chriftianity ; I ſhall now proceed to 
ſhew (though the preſent occafion will not allow me to do juſ- 
tice to ſo ample a ſubject) that it tends to promote national 
proſperity, and the happineſs. of mankind. | 


* 


The union of political with religious wiſdom is confeſſed by 


the wiſeſt men: and is perhaps one of the moſt deciſive inter- 2 4 


nal evidences of the divine original of our religion. The vir- 4 
tue of individuals is eſſential to the welfare of the ſtate: ow 


ever 


16 Chriſtianity, the Covenant of Repentance. 
ever fuperficial philoſophy may conceive private vices to be pubs 
lie benefits; and narrow-minded ambition may occaſionally ſtrive 
to put aſunder thoſe ordinances, which the wiſdom of God hath 
| Joined together. Now, though the wiſdom of our legiſlature 
had prohibited debauchery, the current of popular opinion and 
cuſtom (which are often too powerful for law) encouraged it 
in the moſt fatal manner, by rendering impracticable the re- 
formation of a woman once led aſtray from the path of virtue, 


forcing her (as it were) to become a ſeducer in her turn, and at 


mme eve of life to trade in the corruption of youth. And, 


though the vices of impurity are too often treated with a ſmile 
by the faſhionable world, they appear, on a judicious eſtimate of 
human happineſs, fraught with the moſt ſerious miſchief to 
mankind. For, beſides their petnicious influence on public in- 
- -duſtry and order, by introducing diſſipation, extravagance, and, 
'of echt wandt and rapine; beſides their tegdency to depopu- 
late a country, by diſcouraging marriage, the true ſource of a 
Numerous and well-educated offspring ; they debaſe, they im- 
drute the human character, impair the vigour of the mind, 


and 


Cbriſtianiiy, the Covenant of Repentance. 17 
and deaden the ſocial affections, by ſacrificing to a momentary 
gratification every ſentiment of honour, tenderneſs, and grati- 
tude. They ſap that mutual eſteem between the ſexes, the baſis 
of a permanent and virtuous union; and render them, inſtead * 
of a reciprocal aid and congftee; the moſt perfidious and ſavage 
enemies of each other. They attack the happineſs of man in 
the inmoſt receſſes of the heart, weaken conjugal love and con- 

fidence, make the father indifferent, if not averſe, to the care of 
a a doubtful progeny, cut down the fond hopes of parents in their 
full and faireſt bloom, and bring their grey hairs with ſorrow to 
the grave. For the prevention of ſuch evils, and ſurely greater 
are not incident to man, is this godlike charity inſtituted : and 
at the ſame time for the recovery of a ſet of penitents, whoſe | 
unequalled miſeries, however ſported with by the thoughtleſs, | 
or diſregarded by the auſtere, are to the conſiderate” and good 
objects of the deepeſt compaſſion. e UI 


* 


There is, perhaps, no inſtance in which the popular opinion 
is ſo inequitable and depraved, as in the comparative treatment 
F 755 | of 
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of theſe unhappy women, and the authors of their miſery. The 
ſeducer, if raiſed. above the common level by rank or ſortune, 


or recommended to folly and green minds by the tinſel of ſhewy 


- accompliſhments, though he diſgraces that ſtation by his man- 
ners, and diſhonours thoſe talents by the worſt uſe; though he 
avails himſelf of every engine of corruption, which power, 
wealth, and hackneyed deceit can employ againſt youth and in- 
experience, againſt credulity and love, againſt want of educati- 
on and diſtreſs, and (in ſpite of their natural claim to protec- 
tion !) againſt lovelineſs and innocence; nay though his ingra- 
titude ſhould return contempt for affection, his penuriouſneſs 
grudge a paltry maintenance to her whom his falſehood hath de- | 
prived of every other ſupport, and his cruelty abandon to the 

horrors of proſtitution the pretended idol of his affections, whoſe 


virtue the contagion of his guilt had firſt impaired, 2 
bear his front unabaſhed, envied by the profligate, ired by 
the frivolous, deteſted and deſpiſed (indeed) by the wiſe and 


good, but publickly diſcountenanced by none: not even (with 
| * I mention it) by virtubus women. Such are the en- 


couragements, 
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couragements, ſuch are the triumphs of ſeductionl Let us now 
turn our eyes to the unfortunate object of it, betrayed into er- 


ror (when ſhe was perhaps ſcarcely at an age of moral ageney) 


by indiſcretion and love, or forced into compliance by the 


rigour of poverty. When ſtung with remotſe for the paſt, 
and terrified with apprehenſions for the future, ſhe caſts back a 


longing eye for ſome retreat from fin and ſhame, ſhe finds no 


reſource in friendſhip, in natural affection, in labour, or (till this . 


houſe was founded) even in charity. The trembling fugitive 
(however penitent) is ſcared from the preſence of her former 
acquaintance,. hunted from the ſociety of the virtuous, and 
driven for ſhelter, nay for bread, to the. haunts of the ſhameleſs. 
and abandoned. | 


** 


If, for any other miſdemeanour, into which inexperience had 


been betrayed by practiced villainy, a court of juſtice were to 
acquit the corruptor, and let looſe on the ruined youth the 


whole vengeance of the law; would not natural equity proteſt; 


ow 


would not the heart recoil, againſt ſuch ry judgement ? Yet - 1 
this 


» 
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this is but a faint image of that cruel ſentence, which, with- 


out allowance for tender age, for want of inſtruction, for the 
power of vanity, for the ſtrength of paſſion, for the arts of ſe- 
duction or the preſſure of want, not only condemns a child (for 
ſuch ſhe often is) to irretrievable miſery for her firſt offence, 
but dooms her, (oh ! diſgrace to religion and reaſon !) to earn 


a ſhameful livelihood by the en of crimes. To this 


ſeverity is owing, I am xtoadeds: in almoſt every inſtance, 


the firſt entrance on publick proſtitution, ſo abhorrent from 


the female character, till it's native modeſty is extinguiſhed by 


a long habit of licentiouſneſs; and therefore I am convinced, 
on the moſt mature deliberation, of this awful truth; that to thoſe 
whoſe ſternneſs forced the reluctant victim to that extremity, the 


larger ſhare of her guilt will be imputed, at the great impartial 


tribunal. Can the whole circle of nature produce an object equally 
affecting to a good mind, With ſuch childhood, involved, by a 


ſingle fault, in inevitable, in eternal ruin? Image to yourſelves, 


for a moment, a young creature, juſt deſerted by her ſavage 


2 betrayer, and on the brink of abandoned proſtitution, ſhrink- 


ing 


— 
8 
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ing back with diſguſt and horror from it's complicated wretch- 

edneſs, and ſbuddering over the hideous precipice : when ſhe 
| utters a diſtracted cry for help, and pours forth ſuch tears of 
penitence, as would create joy in heaven, can you hefitate an 
inſtant 20 ſtretch forth a friendly hand to ſnatch her from the 
gulph of infamy ? Shall a dark and doubtful ſpeculation, whe- 
ther ſuch compaſſion may not encourage vice, (a principle 

which, if it were true, muſt preclude the hopes of every penis 
tent !) ſhall an imaginary competition between this and ſorne 

other charity, check that inſtinctive pity which muſt melt 
every breaſt: one only excepted, hardened againſt every tender 
and; generaus impreſſion, the heart of a man of pleafurr? | 
But, if a balance muſt be ioftituted between the ſeveral 5 

charities, (much and ardently as I wiſh the advaneement of 
all) I ſhall not heſitate to pronounce, that this is entitled to a 

preference; as uniting the properties, and comprizing the ul- 
tunate ends, of all. For it is calculated, as they are reſpeRiye- 
ly, to prevent diſcaſe; to diminiſh idleneſs ; to preſerve in- 


: 


G nocence, 
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nocence, by withdrawing temptation ;..to relieve the moſt hope- 
leſs ponerty- depriyed of the reſource of honeſt labour; to 
| promote. domeſtick happineſs, and e. proſperity ; to ad- 
| Vance. the angereſte. of virtue; to een the primary object of 
our religion, by tendering to a claſs of ſinners (hitherto pro- 
ſcribed) an opportunity of repentance: and in addition to this 
comprehenſive good, to heal the wounded ſpirit, and to pour 
balm, into the ſoul of che parent or friend of her ho was 1; 
and now is found. It is ſufficient to enumerate theſe effects: 
They carry intuitive evidence of their importance. They eat 
ry. conviction to every underſtanding, capable of perceiving the 
light of truth: They carry perſuaſion to every heart, that is 
not deaf to the voice of the charmer. It would wrong the clear- 
neſs of our cauſe. to multiply arguments: It would wrong 
your approved zeal for it, to aim at an exertion of the powers 
of eloquence. May your conviction manifeſt itſelf in a con- 
tribution. worthy, of the greatneſs of the object, and. your own 
opulence ! And may that God, who alone can pour into our 
1a; that moſt excellent; gift of Charity, reconcile the oppoſ- 


ers, 
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ers, and animate the patrons of this eſtabliſhment, that we may 


| unite our effotts to enlarge it to ſuck a juſt extent, that it ß 
ſtem that torrent of debauchery, which marks it courſe wit | 


the deſolation of human nature | that we may employ a more 
conſiderable portion of that affluence, which is entruſted by 
God to our management, as becomes his Goſpel, in calling innern 
to repentance ! May that God, who hath condeſcended to ad- 
mit us to be workers together with him in this labour of love, 
direct our councils to the compleat recovery of thoſe, who 
incline to turn from the error of their way; and ſo graciouſ- 
ly accept our endeavours to ſave their ſouls from death, as to 
hide the multitude of our own fins ! May that God, who alone 
can order the unruly wills and affections of men, diſpoſe theſe 
penitents to redeem the time paſt by exemplary virtue, that 
they to whom ſo much hath been forgiven, may abounds in 
2 ods divine mercy, and recommend, by their re- 
formation, this ſalutary inſtitution! And do thou, who de- 
fireſt not the death of any inner, but rather that all may 
be converted and live, enlighten with thy grace thoſe 


who 


who are ſtill in darkneſs and error; and fo bring them 
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Frereeg eggs ASYLUM in Leeſon-ſtreet, Dublin, ou = 
the 20th Day of June, 1767, to the t nn 77. the 
number of Women admitted has been 


Reclaimed, and now ſupporting themſelves by honeſt ecployments | 


- Ts RO 4, RET) a 
N 2 


N D 1 X. 


80 


and Services 27 
Note, Eight of theſe have been married fince they t the Houſe : 
Relapſed - 14 
Doubtful - - - - - - 2 
No account of - - . 2 
Did not return from the Hoſj TY - - — 3 
Immediately diſmiſſed as improper Objects | 4. 
Died in the Houſe, after giving the moſt e Proofs of unſeign- 
ed Penitence 2 
Died ſoon after leaving the Houſe, but behaved well i in it” - 1 
Sent to America at their own requeſt, and with the approbation of the 
Vice-Patroneſs, Governeſſes and Guardians, who gave a Bounty 
to each of them. Note, They went Abroad on very advan- 
tageous Terms, and behaved eee durog the paſſage 10 
Now in the Houſe - 14 
80 


Note, The daily Behaviour of the Penitents is pete entered in a 
Book; in which the Vice - Patroneſs, after ſtrict Enquiry, records her Ap- 
probation or Cenſure. This contributes very much to Regularity and Pro- 


priety of Conduct. | 
RECEIPTS. 


From the 1ſt of Jan. 1773, to the of Bn: 


1774. 
Subſcriptions « { 0 "P 16 
Benefattions © - 4 
Collections in the Chapel i ; 
Ditto, Charity Sermon 7th Feb. 185 15 10 
OR of Merchant? 80 
eedle- work, (clear profit) 1 1 
Rev. Mr. Skelton's Works 5 p — 
en 1 o 7,10 
| 85 g9 1 
Balance 1 of Jan, 1973 100 55 3 
1891 14 4 


DISBURSEMENTS. * 


Prom the 1 - E 1773, to Ur iſt ot Jn: 
„„ 
Houſekeeping 1 r Proviſions 174 © 9 
Cloathing - = 49 9 7 
Furniture - - 33 © 5 
Salaries and Wages - 159 7 8 
Bounties to Penitents and Servants 36 1 7 
Rent and Inſurance from Fire 5 6 3. 
Repairs and Improvements 33 2 10 
Coals, Candles, and Soap - 24 13 1 
Printing and Stationary - — 31 2 11. 
Medicine. — 886 
Incidents 2 19 117 
Expended on the Funeral of ; 
Mrs. Sarah Walker, late | 912 7 
Superintendant 
Eleven Debentures -. 1094 17 0. 
A Gratuity to Rey, Mr. 


- Thompſon, for his conſtant and 


laborious inſtructing the Wo⸗ 
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